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IMPORTANT! Please can we ask that, if you
know of any neighbours who may not have access
to the internet, you print a copy off for them and
pop it through their door. Thank you.

Easter Services

Easter is nearly here. At Holy Trinity it begins with
a service on Palm Sunday 13 April at 9:30am, and
then on Maundy Thursday 17 April a simple meal
at 6:30pm followed by sharing Holy Communion.
Last year we reintroduced the Good Friday Walk,
with a short time for reflection at each of the four
churches that Revd John Durant and I have the
privilege of serving. This was a great success — in
spite of last year’s rain — so we are continuing the
tradition this year, starting 10am on 18 April at St
Augustine’s East Hendred, getting to West
Hendred Church around 10:45, then on to
Ardington, and ending around lunchtime at All
Saints Lockinge. All welcome, including four-
legged friends! If you can’t manage the whole
walk, why not join us for the stage to or from
West Hendred, or drive between the churches.
On Easter Day 20 April, join us for our Sunday
service at 9:30am.

Our annual meeting takes place after the 9:30
service on 11 May. Local residents aged over 16
who are baptised and would like to vote in the
meeting must sign up for the electoral roll by 26
April. Pick up a form from the church, which is
generally open every day during daylight. This
year we are required to prepare a new roll from
scratch, so please sign up again even if you have
signed up previously.

During the period after Easter, we are planning to
offer preparation for those who would like to
receive Holy Communion for the first time. This
will take place as part of Family Church at St
Augustine’s East Hendred at 3:30pm on Sundays.
The appropriate age at which children are
admitted is a matter for discernment between
individual families and the clergy, but children
aged around eight years old are particularly
encouraged to take part. It is also open to older
children, parents, and carers who haven't been
confirmed, as a step towards confirmation. Please
contact me if you would like to know more.
Nikolaj Christensen, Rector
rector@wantagedowns.org 01235 634940

Holy Trinity Church West Hendred —
Chancel Roof Re-tile — Warner Bequest
Awards Grant

The chancel needs the re-tile of its roof, as the
existing tiles are flaking and are near the end of
their life. The Warner Bequest has awarded a
grant of £3,000. Together with Oxfordshire
Historic Churches Trust’s grant of £6,000 awarded
in February, and other fundraising means that
we're already over 20% of the way towards the
grand total. As mentioned in March’s Newsletter,
which was going to press in late February, we
were awaiting the outcome of competitive
tendering, managed by the architect. He received
responses from 3 contractors, which were all
quite a bit higher than expected. This means the
total cost is a grand total of £73,100.

The Government'’s extend of the Listed Place of
Worship scheme means that we should be able to
reclaim much of the VAT up until 31st March
2026.

Corpus Christi College, which is the church’s
patron and lay rector, has been asked to fulfil its
obligation to pay for these repairs and we are
awaiting their response. Further grant applications
are being made. Hopefully we will have received
sufficient grants and committed funds to proceed
this year. Due to the bats, the work can only be
done in late summer / early autumn. Please
consider helping us now by donating towards this
urgent work, either online via
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6046/

and selecting “Give Now” from the web-page; or
by contacting the church’s interim treasurer,
Hugh Rees

hugh@citidata.co.uk or 07802-416031

Snowdrops in the Green Pop-up Sale

Thank you to all who came to the very busy sales
in the car park and raised £263 for the Village Hall
and the Holy Trinity Church, West Hendred
repairs.

Village Speedwatch —

more volunteers needed

We need more volunteers for our local speed
awareness group.

A group of West and East Hendred residents have
joined together to raise awareness of speed



changes around the two villages. Join our
community Speedwatch group and help make our
community safer for everyone.

Training is very straightforward, initially half an
hour online. Volunteers go out in groups of 3.
Timings are very flexible and sessions run for only
half an hour. The more volunteers we have the
fewer sessions everyone will do.

For more details, please email Katherine Sanders:
kjcrerar@hotmail.com

West Hendred Summer Event 2025

Saturday 12th July - 12-30 to 3:30pm in aid of
Holy Trinity Church. The Summer Event will be at
Manor Farm House, kindly offered by Lys and
Peter Cook. We'll have raffle tickets available from
late May. Last year we did a minor “refresh”
following consultation sessions. We're keen to get
the views of those who have not been involved
before and for new ideas as to the form the event
might take. What would you like your Summer
event to be? We're looking to make changes and
to involve new people. If you can help, please
contact Hugh Rees on hugh@citidata.co.uk

Chair of the Board of Trustees - Vacancy

1st Cuckhamsley is an independent charity
providing scouting activities to

circa 60 young people serving Ardington,
Lockinge, East & West Hendred and the
surrounding area. It has sections for Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts operating within the Scout
Association’s policy, organisation and rules.

Due to the retirement of the current Chair, the
charity is seeking a new Chair from July 2025.
The charity would be interested to hear from
individuals interested in undertaking this role.
Candidates should be keen in developing
scouting in the local community, have strong
leadership skills, an ability to work as part of a
team and be able to maintain and exercise
independent judgement.

The key role of the chair is to provide direction to
the Board of Trustees, ensure alignment with
Scout Association policies and working alongside
the Group Lead Volunteer develop the long-term
development plan for the Group.

For those whose feel the role of Chair is too much
of a step up, the charity would also be pleased to
hear from anyone interested in becoming a
Trustee.

Interested candidates should contact the current
Chair, Jonathan Simm or the Lead Volunteer,
Doron Jensen to arrange an informal chat. This is
a volunteer non-uniformed role. Successful
candidates will need to be eligible to be a charity
trustee, pass DBS screening checks and pass
Scout Association mandatory training
requirements.

Contact details: J.Simm@hrwallingford.com
doron.jensen.scouts@gmail.com

Changes coming this spring to garden
waste service in South and Vale

Green fingered residents who use the garden
waste service in South Oxfordshire and Vale of
White Horse districts will have a change to their
service subscriptions this year. Each year, the two
districts combined collect around a staggering
25,500 tonnes of garden waste — that's the
weight of over 5,000 mature oak trees or 3,000
large tractors! A change to how the popular
service is paid for is coming this spring to improve
the efficiency of the subscription process for
residents. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White
Horse District Councils are introducing a permit
scheme from April 2025 that will involve
customers receiving a sticker permit for their bins
to identify them as fully paid-up garden waste
customers. This kind of scheme is offered
successfully by many other local authorities,
including in neighbouring West Oxfordshire.

As this is a change to how the garden waste
service is managed, there are actions subscribers
will need to take to continue receiving garden
waste collections.

The new permit payment system opens towards
the end of February. When the new system goes
live, all existing customers will be invited to
subscribe to the service. Existing customers will
be notified directly, with full information on the
council websites and each house getting a bin
hanger flagging the changes. Customers will then
need to make an annual payment for a permit —
this replaces the existing direct debit scheme.
Everyone’s payment year will run from 1 April to
31 March each year. When customers sign-up
they will be sent a garden waste permit sticker to
put on the top of the lid of their brown bin. Each
bin needs its own permit and all customers will
receive a new sticker annually each time they
renew. The permits will help the waste collection
crews identify which bins should be emptied. This
will ensure that only households that have paid
for the service have their garden waste bins
emptied and the changes are part of the councils’
ongoing work to improve the efficiency and value
of public services. Benefits to customers include a
new online system so they can manage their
account and change their details much more
easily. This will also mean the councils can
contact people quickly if there are any major
disruptions to the service, such as during adverse
weather. When customers pay for a permit, there
will be a link to sign up for an account and the
account sign up is also available on the councils’
websites.

Clir Sam James-Lawrie, South Oxfordshire District
Council’'s Cabinet Member for the Environment,



said: “The new permit scheme will help enhance
our well used garden waste service. The option
for an online account should be easier for
customers and will mean that you no longer need
to contact us if your bank account or any other
details change. The new permit stickers will help
us to make sure that only those who pay for the
service, actually get collections, which we think is
only fair, since this is an opt-in service.”

Clir Mark Coleman, Vale of White Horse Cabinet
Member for Environmental Services and Waste,
said: “I'm confident the new permit scheme,
combined with introducing online customer
accounts, will make our popular, opt-in garden
waste service even better for everyone.

“We do appreciate that any changes to a major
service can initially be challenging so we will make
sure all our customers are fully informed on all
changes that are coming between now and 1 April
2025. There is also a frequently asked questions
page on our website with further detailed
information.” A FAQ page covering all the changes
is available on the garden waste section of the
councils' websites: South FAQ / Vale FAQ. The
councils’ customer services team will also be on
hand to assist with any queries customers have.
Garden waste sack customers can find out more
information on how the new permits will work for
them within the FAQ.

Update on proposed pedestrian crossing on
the A417, West Hendred

Key Changes: Since the formal crossing
consultation, there have been a few updates to
the design which were required to address road
safety concerns. We have attached a drawing
(final page of newsletter) which presents the
current proposals for the crossing. The main
updates comprise of the following:

A detailed street lighting assessment has been
carried out which has demonstrated a need for 6
new lighting columns to meet current standards.
The columns will be 6m tall with Light Emitting
Diode (LED) downlit lanterns which have an
integrated light shield to limit unwanted light
spill. In previous correspondence, only 2 lighting
columns were proposed.

An independent Road Safety Audit raised the
following concern over the position of the
Eastbound bus stop: that a bus stopped at the

bus stop will block visibility to the signals. As a
result, the bus stop has been relocated to the
eastern side of the pedestrian crossing and
improvements to the footway on the northern
side of the road will be provided.

Programme: The existing mature horse chestnut
adjacent to the proposed crossing has caused a
few issues during design development which has
slowed progress. Now these are complete, we are
currently making final amendments to the design
pack prior to issuing for construction. We are
currently anticipating construction in the financial
year 2025/2026. As the crossing location is on a
sensitive road on the highway network, we
anticipate these works will be scheduled to restrict
levels of disruption by being carried out during
the school holidays. We appreciate the continued
support and collaboration from the Parish Council
and the community. Should you have any
questions or require further information, please
do not hesitate to contact me:
matthew.gardner@infra.co.uk

From WH Parish Council
If you are interested in news from our District
Council, residents can subscribe to the Vale
newsletter here:
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-
horse-district-council/about-the-council/who-we-
are/the-communications-team/vale-news/
And you can get notice of planning applications
here:
https://eform.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ebase/ALERTS
REGISTRATION.eb?SOVA TAG=VALE&ebd=0&e
bz=1 1742237442847

Your Village Newsletter needs YOU!

One of our newsletter editors has stepped down
due to other voluntary commitments. We really
need a third person to volunteer to help. All you
need is a basic knowledge of how to use Microsoft
Word and a few hours of your time 4 times a year
- that’s it! It really isn't very onerous.

Please email Jane John
newsletter@westhendred.net to find out more.

The deadline for items for next month’s
newsletter is 25" April. Please email to
newsletter@westhendred.net




West Hendred and Ginge Village Hall News

Hall Lettings: All hall enquiries/bookings should be made via email to
villagehallbookings@westhendred.net Website: www.westhendred.net

Events at the Village Hall

AGM - Saturday 26th April, 7pm in the hall

Everyone is welcome and we would love to see you there. We are actively looking for new
committee members to help us shape the next stage in the life of what is a vibrant and well-used
village hall.

Pilates classes with Gemma Pearce
https://www.gemmapearcefitness.co.uk/post/new-beginners-pilates-at-west-hendred-village-hall.
Mondays 6.30-7.15pm or 7.30-8.15pm

Current five-week term ends 10th February and then:

3rd -31st March; 21st April-19th May; 2nd June-21st July

£55.00 per person per term

Dog training classes Tuesday, Friday 18:30-19:30, 19:45-20:45, Weds 18.30-19.30
Classes are run by a IMDT qualified dog trainer

Tuesdays and Fridays 18.30-19.30 for training foundations and Wednesdays 18.30-19.30 for
follow on graded classes, each week.

Suitable for puppies and dogs (all ages) once fully vaccinated.

Bespoke training classes to tackle all of your training issues. We work on recall, loose lead walking
and much, much more. Come and train your dog with us, make new friends and have fun.

Please message Kriss on 07809 283700 or email admin@krissyscanines.co.uk to book.

Springline Singers

Your community choir welcomes anyone who loves to sing.

We sing a range of music from pop to folk, spirituals to classical.

Come and join us at West Hendred Village Hall on Thursdays at 7:30-9:30pm.

West Hendred Stitchers - SECOND & FOURTH Tuesdays in the month 10am to 4pm

Any craft. We are a self-help group i.e. we help each other & share our knowledge. We have a
lovely light hall with easy access. Coffee & tea provided. Please bring your own lunch. You are
welcome to visit.

Call me, Jane Soffe, for details on 07455076584

Yoga at West Hendred Village Hall

Gentle/Chair Yoga -Tuesdays 10 — 11 am (on Zoom)

Wednesdays 10 — 11am

Hatha Yoga -Wednesdays 4.30 — 5.45pm

Thursdays 9.30 — 10.45pm

Please contact me for further information on 01235 863647 or

linda@soderstrom.myzen.co.uk

Not sure if yoga is for you? Contact me and arrange for a free trial lesson.

Linda Davey — British Wheel of Yoga Teacher and Yoga Therapist / Yoga in Healthcare Alliance

Village Hall Contacts: Hugh Rees (Chair) 01235-833174 / 07802-416031
Stefan Povolotsky 07460-727374
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