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IMPORTANT! Please can we ask that, if you 
know of any neighbours who may not have access 
to the internet, you print a copy off for them and 
pop it through their door. Thank you. 
 
Discover the Wonder of Owls! 
West Hendred Village Hall, Saturday 
31st May 6pm - 7:30pm, Entry £2 
Bar, soft drinks, Hot food and snacks, 
Cash or card. Learn more about our 
fascinating native owls and how we can 
support them in our gardens. You may 
even meet a few! Since 2020, the Owl 
Conservation Project has been supporting 
local owl populations through surveying, 
habitat restoration, citizen science and 
education.  
 
District Councillor Update: Cllr Sarah 
James (Hendreds Ward) 
You are welcome to contact me by phone 
or WhatsApp on 07811 085661 or by 
emailing  
Sarah.James1@whitehorsedc.gov.uk   
 
Get funding for your climate or 
nature project 
The Climate Action Fund is open until 30th 
June. Apply for grants for community 
projects that tackle climate change or 
help restore nature. Vale of White Horse 
District Council has a page full of ideas 
and advice to help non-profit community 
organisations apply for the grants –  
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
vale-of-white-horse-district-
council/community-
support/grants/climate-action-
fund/ . 
 
 

Reservoir concerns raised 
I have been taking every opportunity to 
speak with Thames Water and their 
design partners about their plans for the 
huge SESRO reservoir planned for the 
land between Steventon, East Hanney 
and Drayton. I was able to speak to the 
technical lead on safe reservoir design 
about concerns that the SESRO reservoir 
will have no safe way to emergency 
discharge should it ever need to, and 
they have assured me that they will look 
into how residents can be reassured 
about this. Because of its size, this 
reservoir must be able to discharge into 
the Thames at 75 cubic metres per 
second. Since that is about 3 times the 
average flow of the Thames at Sutton 
Courtenay, this could cause catastrophic 
flooding. Local residents could be caught 
in a nightmare scenario where 
catastrophic flooding is inevitable and the 
only decision that can be made is 
whether it is by the embankment, or 
downstream from the emergency 
discharge. This is unacceptable and must 
be resolved before the Government 
approve building a reservoir of this size in 
this location. Thames Water will be 
consulting residents on these reservoir 
plans again later this year and they will 
apply to Government for a Development 
Consent Order (permission to build) in 
2026. 
 
A massive thank you from Marcus Allen 
to everyone who sponsored him for the 
London Marathon which he ran in 6hrs 
and 6 min.  The money raised goes to the 
local charity SSNAP. 



 

 

West Hendred Summer Event 2025 – 
Saturday 12th July - 12-30 to 3:30 

In aid of Holy Trinity Church 
The Summer Event will be at Manor Farm 
House, kindly offered by Lys and Peter 
Cook. The raffle tickets have arrived. 
Like last year, there are lots of things for 
kids, such as Teddy Tombola, and Pre-
loved Toys, also some favourites, such as 
the Duck Race, Bowls, Name the Lobster, 
and the Garage Game.  
As well as the lunch, there will be a hot-
dog stall (£2) and hopefully an ice cream 
stall and a bar with beer, Pimms and 
wine, as well as soft drinks. 
Lunch is £10 for an adult and £5 for a 
child under 12, for two courses and a 
choice of cheeses.  Children under 5 
free.  Payment by card or cash. Please 
come along to this very enjoyable 
occasion to meet and make new 
acquaintances. If you would like to run a 
stall, or your own ideas for stalls, please 
do say. We’ll be putting up the marquee 
and beer tent from 6pm on Thursday 10th 
July. We would be very grateful for 
donations towards the cake stall and 
tombola and items can be dropped off 
with Hugh and Annabel at Mill Farm 
House on Mill Lane.  Tins, bottles, 
toiletries, candles, unused gifts etc. or 
anything else you can think of, all 
welcome. If you are able to help in any 
way please do contact Hugh Rees on 
hugh@citidata.co.uk . 
 
The West Hendred Beer Festival is 
happening on 27th and 28th June. 
On Friday night, 6-11pm, there will be 
beer and hot food. On Saturday, 12-
11pm, there will be the legendary beer 
festival bbq, beers, all sorts of drinks, 
local music, cake stall, and pizza in the 
evening. If you are able to lend a hand 
setting up on the Thursday or helping at 
the event, please let me know: 
jenniferdimbylow@hotmail.co.uk  

 
Do you have any maternity clothing or 
baby slings/carriers you would be happy 
to donate to a great cause? 
I am collecting these items to help start a 
maternity library at The Berin Centre. 
https://www.theberincentre.co.uk/ 
This will support families in and around 
the Berinsfield area who face some very 
challenging life circumstances.  
Please help me if you can and spread the 
word. Thank you so much.  
Clemmie (Aged 10). Contact Emma 
(emscmarsh@gmail.com <mailto:emscma
rsh@gmail.com>) to make donation 
arrangements. She will happily collect 
from you if you are local to the Hendreds. 
 

 
 
 
 
The deadline for items for next month’s 
newsletter is 25th April. Please email to 
newsletter@westhendred.net

 
 
 



 

 

THE WEST HENDRED AND GINGE VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
HALL LETTINGS 

All hall enquiries/bookings should be made via email to villagehallbookings@westhendred.net. 
Website: www.westhendred.net . 

 
EVENTS at THE HALL 

 
Pilates classes with Gemma Pearce 
https://www.gemmapearcefitness.co.uk/post/new-beginners-pilates-at-west-hendred-village-hall. 
Mondays 6.30-7.15pm or 7.30-8.15pm 
Current five-week term: 2nd June-21st July 
£55.00 per person per term 
 
Dog training classes Tuesday, Friday 18:30-19:30, 19:45-20:45, Weds 18.30-19.30 
Classes are run by a IMDT qualified dog trainer 
Tuesdays and Fridays 18.30-19.30 for training foundations and Wednesdays 18.30-19.30 for 
follow on graded classes. each week. 
Suitable for puppies and dogs (all ages) once fully vaccinated. 
Bespoke training classes to tackle all of your training issues. We work on recall, loose lead walking 
and much much more. Come and train your dog with us, make new friends and have fun. 
Please message Kriss on 07809 283700 or email admin@krissyscanines.co.uk to book. 
 
Springline Singers 
Your community choir, welcomes anyone who loves to sing. 
We sing a range of music from pop to folk, spirituals to classical. 
Come and join us at West Hendred Village Hall on Thursdays at 7:30-9:30pm. 
 
West Hendred Stitchers - SECOND & FOURTH Tuesdays in the month 10am to 4pm 
Any craft. We are a self-help group i.e. we help each other & share our knowledge. We have a 
lovely light hall with easy access. Coffee & tea provided. Please bring your own lunch. You are 
welcome to visit. 
Call me, Jane Soffe, for details on 07455076584 
 
YOGA at West Hendred Village Hall 
Gentle / Chair Yoga -Tuesdays 10 – 11 am (on Zoom) 
Wednesdays 10 – 11am 
Hatha Yoga -Wednesdays 4.30 – 5.45pm 
Thursdays 9.30 – 10.45pm 
Please contact me for further information on 01235 863647 or 
linda@soderstrom.myzen.co.uk. 
Not sure if yoga is for you? Contact me and arrange for a free trial lesson. 
Linda Davey – British Wheel of Yoga Teacher and Yoga Therapist / Yoga in Healthcare Alliance 

 
 

Village Hall Contacts 
Hugh Rees (Chair) 01235-833174 / 07802-416031 

Stefan Povolotsky 07460-727374 


