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Deadline for next Newsletter  
25 May 2025 

 

IMPORTANT! Please can we ask that, if you 
know of any neighbours who may not have 
access to the internet, you print a copy off 
for them and pop it through their door. 
Thank you. 
 
Parish Council Minutes 
To find the most recent and past Parish 
Council meeting minutes please follow the 
link below: 
https://www.westhendred.org/parish-
council/meeting-minutes/ 
 
Marcus ran the Marathon! 
“I am running the London Marathon much to 
my amazement and terror on Sunday 27th of 
this month. 
As many of you might have seen I have got 
into a habit of running to Ginge corner and 
back over the last 3-4 years, yes the 
annoying big lump in the high viz running in 
the road as my knees are so bad I struggle 
with anything other than flat to run on!! But 
never further!! 
The opportunity came to run the marathon 
with the recent loss of a dear friend and East 
Hendred resident, Martin Realey. I ran out of 
excuses and found a good local cause that 
desperately needs help as Martin was CEO of 
SSNAP who, like his family and the rest of us, 
are struggling to come to terms with the loss. 
SSNAP - Supports sick newborns and their 
parents; they are based at the John Radcliffe 
and do some amazing work.” 
https://www.ssnap.org.uk/ 
My just giving page for SSNAP is: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/marcus-
allen-
2?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=soc
pledgemobile&utm_content=marcus-allen-
2&utm_campaign=post-pledge-
mobile&utm_term=Z4n4ZR9K4# 
So, if anyone can sponsor me, it all helps and 
it would be great. Thank you. Marcus Allen 

VE Day 80 Year Celebration -  
Sunday 4 May at the Beacon 
Please come and join East Hendred's 
celebration of VE Day. 
Walkers will leave East Hendred at 6pm from 
Poplars Field. Transport will leave at 6.30pm 
from Poplars Field.  
The Beacon will be up the chalk track above 
Ginge. Lightning at 7.30pm. Cash bar.  
Monday 5th May  
1940s themed street party on Dancing Hill at 
2pm. Bring your own picnic. Singalong with 
Dom! Bouncy castle.  
 
Emma Marsh has 2 spaces available this 
term in her 45 minute-Friday class –  
it’s the perfect lunch break! 
Location: West Hendred Village Hall 
Start date: Friday 25th April 2025 
Finish: Friday 4th July  
NOTE there are NO classes on 30th May AND 
27th June  
Time: 12:40-13:25 (45 minutes)  
What to wear: Active clothing, socks or bare 
feet is fine. 
Equipment: Exercise mat, Pilates head block 
or folded towel, resistance bands.  
£11 per class. Please contact Emma 
emma@womensphysiotherapy.co.uk   
if you are interested. 
 
Discover the Wonder of Owls! 
West Hendred Village Hall, Saturday 
31st May 6pm - 7:30pm, Entry £2 
Bar, soft drinks, Hot food and snacks, Cash 
or card. 
Learn more about our fascinating native owls 
and how we can support them in our 
gardens. You may even meet a few!  
Since 2020, the Owl Conservation Project has 
been supporting local owl populations 
through surveying, habitat restoration, citizen 
science and education.  



 
Visit  https://www.owlconservationproject.org
.uk to find out more about their work. 
 
The West Hendred Beer Festival is 
happening on 27th and 28th June 
On Friday night 6-11pm there will be beer 
and hot food.  
On Saturday 12-11pm, there will be the 
legendary beer festival bbq, beers, soft 
drinks, local music, cake stall, and pizza in 
the evening. 
If you are able to lend a hand setting up on 
the Thursday or helping at the event, please 
let me know, 
jenniferdimbylow@hotmail.co.uk 
 
A Date for your Diary 
West Hendred Summer Event 2025 
Saturday 12th July - 12-30 to 3:30pm 
In aid of Holy Trinity Church 
The Summer Event will be at Manor Farm 
House, kindly offered by Lys and Peter Cook. 
Raffle tickets will be available from late May. 
Last year we did a minor “refresh” following 
consultation sessions. 
If you are able to help in any way please do 
get in touch, 
Hugh Rees on hugh@citidata.co.uk  
 
Holy Trinity Church West Hendred – 
Chancel Roof Re-tile 
The chancel needs its roof re-tiling as the 
existing tiles are flaking and are near the end 
of their life. 
Competitive tenders were received in late 
February. The responses from 3 contractors 
were all quite a bit higher than expected. The 
total cost, including contingencies and 
professional fees, is £61,620 net. VAT adds a 
further £11,480, giving a grand total of 
£73,100. 
The Government extended the Listed Place of 
Worship scheme, so we should be able to 
reclaim much of the VAT up until 31st March 
2026. 
Corpus Christi College, as the church’s patron 
and lay rector, was approached in late 
February, and asked to fulfil its obligation to 
pay for these repairs in full. They have 
initially responded, saying “Without prejudice, 
our findings now seem consistent with your 
understanding. However, the sum is 
significant and, being tangential to our core 
charitable purposes”. They are obtaining a 

specialist legal opinion to confirm their 
position, to then take forward to the College’s 
Governing Body. We should know the 
outcome in late May. 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust have 
been most helpful and supportive to us with 
their experience on getting a patron to fulfil 
their obligations. 
Grants totalling £9,000 have been awarded 
by The Warner Bequest and and the 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. These 
awards, and other fundraising means that 
we’re already over 20% of the way towards 
the grand total. Further grant applications are 
being made. 
Hopefully we will have received sufficient 
grants and committed funds to decide 
(probably in July or August) to proceed this 
year. Due to the bats, the work can only be 
done in late summer / early autumn. 
We need your help 
Please consider helping us now by donating 
towards this urgent work. You can donate 
online via 
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/604
6/ and selecting “Give Now” from the web-
page; or by contacting the church’s interim 
treasurer, Hugh Rees hugh@citidata.co.uk 
or 07802-416031 
  
April edition of Vale News 
In this month’s roundup we have information 
on the upcoming County Council election, 
garden waste permits, a call out for 80th 
anniversary of VE Day events and exciting 
shows happening at The Beacon and so 
much more!   
https://mailchi.mp/1bb70ae21753/the-first-
edition-of-vale-news-for-
17342560?e=e68dc21950 
 
Thames Water - Reservoir Update 
We’re continuing to develop our proposal for 
a new reservoir in Oxfordshire, a key 
infrastructure project for the South East. 
Following last year’s public consultation, 
we’ve been reviewing feedback and refining 
our designs. The reservoir is essential for 
securing water supplies for 15 million people, 
addressing challenges like population growth, 
climate change, and protecting our rivers. 
Our evolving plans include widening our 
programme of environmental surveys and a 



 
focus on creating a public space that will 
benefit local communities for generations. 
We’re committed to keeping you updated and 
will share more information this summer, 
ahead of another public consultation later this 
year. Thank you for your ongoing interest as 
we work towards a sustainable water future 
for the region. 
You can read our Spring 2025 update 
brochure here: thames-sro.co.uk/news 
 
Village Speedwatch –  
more volunteers needed 
We need more volunteers for our local speed 
awareness group. 
A group of West and East Hendred residents 
have joined together to raise awareness of 
speed changes around the two villages. Join 
our community Speedwatch group and help 
make our community safer for everyone.  
Training is very straightforward, initially half 
an hour online. Volunteers go out in groups 
of 3. Timings are very flexible and sessions 
run for only half an hour. The more 
volunteers we have the fewer sessions 
everyone will do.  
For more details, please email Katherine 
Sanders: kjcrerar@hotmail.com 
 

StopGo Press 
Are you the Budding Journalist who can 
send us a report, or even a snippet or 
highlight to include in our newsletter next 
month? Please just send it to 
newsletter@westhendred.net  
 

 
Your Village Newsletter needs YOU! 
One of our newsletter editors has 
stepped down due to other voluntary 
commitments. We really need another 
person to volunteer to help. All you need 
is a basic knowledge of how to use 
Microsoft Word and a few hours of your 
time 4 times a year - that’s it! It really 
isn’t very onerous.  
Please email Jane John 
newsletter@westhendred.net to find out 
more.  
 
The deadline for items for next 
month’s newsletter is 25th May. 
Please email to 
newsletter@westhendred.net

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

West Hendred and Ginge Village Hall News 
 

All hall enquiries/bookings should be made via email to villagehallbookings@westhendred.net or 
www.westhendred.net 
 
Events at the Village Hall 
 
Discover the Wonder of Owls – Saturday 31ST May, 6 - 7.30pm 
Entry £2, Bar, soft drinks, hot food and snacks, cash or card 
Learn more about our fascinating native owls and how we can support them in our gardens. You may even 
meet a few! Since 2020, the Owl Conservation Project has been supporting local owl populations through 
surveying, habitat restoration, citizen science and education.  
Visit https://www.owlconservationproject.org.uk to find out more about their work. 
  
The West Hendred Beer Festival - 27th and 28th June 
On Friday night, 6-11pm, there will be beer and hot food. On Saturday, 12-11pm, there will be the 
legendary beer festival bbq, beers, all sorts of drinks, local music, cake stall, and pizza in the evening. If 
you are able to lend a hand setting up on the Thursday or helping at the event, please let me 
know, jenniferdimbylow@hotmail.co.uk Also see the item in the main part of this Newsletter. 
 
Pilates Classes with Gemma Pearce 
https://www.gemmapearcefitness.co.uk/post/new-beginners-pilates-at-west-hendred-village-hall 
Mondays 6.30-7.15pm or 7.30-8.15pm 
21st April-19th May 
2nd June-21st July 
£55.00 per person per term 
 
Dog training classes Tuesday, Friday 18:30-19:30, 19:45-20:45; Weds. 18:30–19:30 
Classes are run by an IMDT qualified dog trainer 
Tuesdays and Fridays 18.30-19.30 for training foundations and Wednesdays 18.30-19.30 for follow on 
graded classes each week. Suitable for puppies and dogs (all ages) once fully vaccinated. 
Bespoke training classes to tackle all of your training issues. We work on recall, loose lead walking and 
much, much more. Come and train your dog with us, make new friends and have fun. 
Please message Kriss on 07809 283700 or email admin@krissyscanines.co.uk to book. 
 
Springline Singers Thursdays 7.30-9.30pm 
Springline Singers, your community choir, welcomes anyone who loves to sing.  
We sing a range of music from pop to folk, spirituals to classical.  
Come and join us at West Hendred Village Hall on Thursdays at 7:30-9:30pm.  
 
West Hendred Stitchers - SECOND & FOURTH Tuesdays in the month 10am to 4pm 
West Hendred Stitchers meet on the SECOND and FOURTH Tuesdays in the month. 
Any craft. We are a self-help group i.e. we help each other & share our knowledge. We have a lovely light 
hall with easy access. Coffee & tea provided. Please bring your own lunch. You are welcome to visit.  
Call Jane Soffe for details on 07455076584 
 
Yoga 
Gentle/Chair Yoga; Tuesdays 10 – 11 am (on Zoom) Wednesdays 10 – 11am    
Hatha Yoga: Wednesdays 4.30 – 5.45pm. Thursdays 9.30 – 10.45pm 
Please contact me for further information on 01235 863647 or linda@soderstrom.myzen.co.uk  
Not sure if yoga is for you? Contact me and arrange for a free trial lesson. 
Linda Davey – British Wheel of Yoga Teacher and Yoga Therapist/Yoga in Healthcare Alliance  
 
 
Village Hall Contacts: Hugh Rees (Chair) 01235 833174/07802 416031 Stefan Povolotsky 07460 727374 


