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IMPORTANT! Please can we ask that, if
you know of any neighbours who may
not have access to the internet, you print
a copy off for them and pop it through
their door. Thank you.

West Hendred Summer Event 2025
Saturday 12th July 12:30 to 3:30

in aid of Holy Trinity Church

The Summer Event will be at Manor Farm
House, kindly offered by Lys and Peter
Cook.

Final preparations are starting as the
Newsletter goes to press. Raffle tickets
have arrived, and are available to buy —
excellent prizes to be won!

Entrance is free! Lunch is £10 for an
adult and £5 for a child under 12. Free
entry continues for children under 5. This
great value lunch includes two delicious
home cooked courses, with a wide variety
of dishes to choose from. Hot dogs, ice-
creams, cakes, bar and soft drinks are
also available. Payment by card or cash.
Please come along on this very enjoyable
occasion to meet and make new
acquaintances. If you'd like to help run a
stall, or can make a cake, let me know.
Any donations towards the tombola and
the raffle will be very gratefully received.
Items can be dropped off with Hugh and
Annabel at Mill Farm House — the
thatched house on Mill Lane. Bottles,
toiletries, candles, unopened games etc.,
all welcome.

We'll be putting up the marquee and beer
tent from 6pm on Thursday 10th July.
Please come along and help.

If you are able to help in any way please
do get in touch. Please contact Hugh

Rees on hugh@citidata.co.uk . 01235-
833174 or 07802-416031.
Hugh Rees

More dates for Gigaclear works
Project Gigabit marches on. According to
the schedule works within the village
should now be finished, but on the
Reading Road (A417) may continue until
11™ July.

Policing "Have Your Say" Roadshow
Wednesday 9th July, 4pm-8pm
Join your local Neighbourhood Policing
Team in the Village Hall to share your
concerns, discuss local issues, and learn
more about community safety initiatives.
¢ Free SmartWater Property
Marking
Bring your bikes or power tools for
free marking with SmartWater—an
effective deterrent against theft and a
valuable aid in recovering stolen
property.
e Community Policing Survey
Have your say by completing our
Community Policing Survey on-site, or
scan the QR code below to complete it
online at your convenience.
Or follow this link:
https://forms.office.com/e/h0s2Vp2d0S
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Hendreds table-top Treasure Trove
in aid of St Augustines Church. Sat
23" August 2-5pm

Overloaded East Hendred residents will
be getting rid of their clutter, setting up
tables outside their houses with all
manner of goodies old and new,
outgrown, unwanted etc. For £5 treasure-
seekers can pick up a map and drink from
the church before exploring the village.

Ginge Brook footpath Survey

All of us in W Hendred were invited to
submit views on access to the woodland
area that has recently been blocked off,
via the online survey at
https://forms.gle/DXqqGKUzc5AW4ico9.
“June 2025" was the advertised window
of opportunity, but (depending on how
soon this newsletter reaches you) there
may still be a tiny chance to chip in.

Holy Trinity Church West Hendred —
Chancel Roof Re-tile

The chancel needs its roof re-tiling as the
existing tiles are flaking and are near the
end of their life. Emergency repairs were
done in April 2024 to fix leaks in the
chancel’s North-East corner.

The total cost, including contingencies
and professional fees, is said to be
£73,100 including VAT. We hope to
reclaim much of the VAT.

In late February following responses to a
tender, Corpus Christi College, as the
church’s patron and lay rector, was asked
to fulfil its obligation and pay for these
repairs in full. A decision was due by late
May. But we have heard nothing since
early April, despite prompting. The
Parochial Church Council therefore
decided in late May to seek help from the
Diocese’s legal section and let Corpus
Christi College see we are serious on this
matter. The College paid in full for major
restoration work to the Chancel in 1929.
This may seem a long time ago but it is
well documented and provides a very
strong precedent. The Diocese’s legal

section has been actively taking this
matter forward, and we await their news.
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust have
been most helpful and supportive with
their experience on getting a lay rector to
fulfil their obligations.

Hopefully we will have received sufficient
committed funds to decide (probably in
July or August) to proceed this year. Due
to the bats, the work can only be done in
late summer / early autumn.

Hugh Rees

Special edition of Vale News: council
restructuring
The government has invited proposals for
new unitary councils in areas like
Oxfordshire, where there are currently
two tiers of local government (district and
county councils). It has also indicated
that smaller existing unitary councils like
West Berkshire should reorganise, so
they cover areas of around 500,000
people.
The government has asked councils to
work together on this. As a result, the
majority of the Oxfordshire authorities
and West Berkshire Council have teamed
up to develop a proposal that meets the
government’s criteria and could also
herald a better future for both
Oxfordshire and West Berkshire. This
proposal would deliver better services,
remain locally accountable and recognise
individual communities.
The proposal — which is one of three
being put forward for the area — is for
two new unitary councils with the
working titles of Oxford and Shires
Council and Ridgeway Council. It aims to
create strong, financially stable councils
that provide high-quality, cost-effective
and locally driven services.
¢ Oxford and Shires Council would
comprise all of the existing district
areas of Cherwell, Oxford City and
West Oxfordshire.
e Ridgeway Council would be made up of
the whole of West Berkshire Council’s
area and all of the existing district
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areas of South Oxfordshire and the

Vale of White Horse.
By going to twocouncils.org you can find
detailed information about the proposals
for the two councils, including a video
with a map of the boundaries. There too
is a link to a survey encouraging you to
have your say.
A pop-up exhibition “Ready for Ridgeway
roadshow” will be held on Wednesday 25
June at The Beacon, Portway, Wantage,
0X12 9BX, 1pm — 4pm. This will provide
more information specifically about the
proposed Ridgeway Council, with a
chance to chat to councillors and officers.
Feedback there, as well as your response
to the online survey, will help shape the
final proposal.

District Councillor Update: Clir Sarah
James (Hendreds Ward)

Sarah tells us she’s excited about the
West Hendred Beer Festival, and by the
time you read this you may even have
seen her there. She continues,

“It's been a watery month for me. I
talked to the Environment Agency and
the landowner about some earth moving
near Ginge Brook and they were both
able to reassure me that there are no
negative impacts on the brook.

"I am also mid-way through a year as a
volunteer citizen scientist helping to
monitor our local waterways. My test spot
is on Ginge Brook between West Hendred
and Ginge. You can see everyone’s test
results at
https://www.freshwaterwatch.org/pages/ock-
abingdon-and-oxford-water-watchers . I'm
finding low phosphates (good) and high
nitrates (bad) in Ginge Brook, though the
nitrates have been highest during really
dry periods, so it doesn’t seem that the
nitrates are washing in locally.

“At the time of writing this, SAFERWaterS
and CPRE Oxfordshire have a High Court
case underway contesting the decision to
accept Thames Water’s water resource
management plan, including the SESRO
reservoir. Together with other Green
Councillors T wrote to the Secretary of
State (again) to ask for a Public Inquiry
so that this very expensive and high
impact project gets the public scrutiny it
so desperately needs.

“You are welcome to contact me by
phone or WhatsApp on 07811 085661 or
by emailing
Sarah.James1@whitehorsedc.gov.uk .
Sarah”

Beer Festival — how was it for you?
As we go to press for this issue, The
West Hendred Beer Festival is in full
swing. Please tell us all about it, sending
your impressions, highlights, snippets or
even suggestions for next year, to
newsletter@westhendred.net . We'll
collect up all the items received, however
short, for inclusion in the next newsletter.

Your Village Newsletter needs YOU!
Some time ago one of our newsletter
editors stepped down due to other
voluntary commitments. We still need
another person to volunteer to help. All
you need is a basic knowledge of how to
use Microsoft Word and a few hours of
your time 4 times a year - that’s it! It
really isn’t very onerous.

Please email Jane John
newsletter@westhendred.net to find out
more.

The deadline for items for next
month’s newsletter is 25" July.
Please email to
newsletter@westhendred.net
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West Hendred and Ginge Village Hall News

Hall Lettings
All hall enquiries/bookings should be made via email to

villagehallbookings@westhendred.net or www.westhendred.net

Events at the Village Hall

The West Hendred Beer Festival - 27th and 28th June

On Friday 27th, 6-11pm, come for beer and hot food.

On Saturday 28th, 12-11pm, the legendary beer festival bbq takes place with beers, all sorts of
drinks, local music, cake stall, and pizza in the evening.

If you see this in time and can lend a hand setting up on the Thursday or helping at the event,
please let me know, jenniferdimbylow@hotmail.co.uk

Pilates Classes with Gemma Pearce

www.gemmapearcefitness.co.uk ; info@gemmapearcefitness.co.uk

Mondays 6.30-7.15pm or 7.30-8.15pm

New term began 9th June and ends on 21 July

Get in contact for more information or book online at www.gemmapearcefitness.co.uk/monday

Dog training classes Tuesday, Friday 18:30-19:30, 19:45-20:45; Weds. 18:30—-19:30
Classes are run by an IMDT qualified dog trainer on Tuesdays and Fridays at 18.30 -

19.30 and 19.45 -20.45 each week. Suitable for puppies and dogs (all ages) once fully vaccinated.
Bespoke training classes to tackle all of your training issues. We work on recall, loose lead walking
and much, much more. Come and train your dog with us, make new friends and have fun.

Please message Kriss on 07809 283700 or email admin@krissyscanines.co.uk to book.

Springline Singers Thursdays 7.30-9.30pm

Springline Singers, your community choir, welcomes anyone who loves to sing.
We sing a range of music from pop to folk, spirituals to classical.

Come and join us at West Hendred Village Hall on Thursdays at 7:30-9:30pm.

West Hendred Stitchers - SECOND & FOURTH Tuesdays in the month 10am to 4pm

West Hendred Stitchers meet on the SECOND and FOURTH Tuesdays in the month.

Any craft. We are a self-help group i.e. we help each other & share our knowledge. We have a
lovely light hall with easy access. Coffee & tea provided. Please bring your own lunch. You are
welcome to visit.

Call Jane Soffe for details on 07455076584

Yoga

Gentle/Chair Yoga; Tuesdays 10 — 11 am (on Zoom) Wednesdays 10 — 11am

Hatha Yoga: Wednesdays 4.30 — 5.45pm. Thursdays 9.30 — 10.45pm

Please contact me for further information on 01235 863647 or linda@soderstrom.myzen.co.uk
Not sure if yoga is for you? Contact me and arrange for a free trial lesson.

Linda Davey — British Wheel of Yoga Teacher and Yoga Therapist/Yoga in Healthcare Alliance

Village Hall Contacts: Hugh Rees (Chair) 01235 833174/07802 416031 Stefan Povolotsky
07460 727374
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